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                Eton Town Council

Minutes of the Council Meeting
held in the Council Offices, 102 High Street, Eton.

                             11th June 2009
CM3412. Present: -
Councillor P. Highy (Mayor), 

Councillors Mrs P. Baker (Deputy Mayor), 

Cllrs M. Cadwallader, A. Demeter, Mrs S. Evans, D. Hill, 
P. Jackson, P. Lawless, J. Lovell, Ms M. Newell, J. Palmer,  

A. Ward and Mrs S. Warner.
RBWM Cllr L. Maxwell.

PCSO H. Coghlan.

M. Reynolds - Accountant.

P. Collins – Town Clerk.
Teachers, parents and children from Eton Wick C of E School.
Apologies      

Cllrs D. Bishop.
for absence 

PC S. Parker.

CM3413.  Highways Issues – RBWM
Stephen Brown and Tony Carr, from the Highways and Engineering Team at the Royal Borough, had attended the meeting to discuss a number of outstanding issues, and they were welcomed by the Mayor.  Stephen Brown apologised for the team’s lack of response to questions asked of them during the last year or so, which had been due to staffing vacancies which they had only recently been able to fill.  From July there would be a full compliment for the first time in many months.

The children from Eton Wick C of E first school had written to the Royal Borough last August expressing their road safety concerns in and around the junction of Eton Wick Road and Sheepcote Road at school arrival and departure times.  Six children read out the letters that they had written and their common observations were the needs for traffic lights, and/or a crossing and/or a ‘lollipop’ crossing person.  Additionally, parents mentioned the possibility of a speed hump or table and/or a speed camera covering the road to the east of the junction.
Tony Carr appreciated these concerns and he explained that they were not dissimilar to other schools’ concerns, but that costs always had to be taken into account.  Traffic lights were expensive to install, so some sort of crossing would be a more likely solution, although recruiting ‘lollipop’ personnel was generally quite difficult. Stephen Brown added that there was currently a national debate on the increasing use of speed cameras, although the general premise remained that without a history of traffic accidents, it would always be difficult to justify provision, and a similar debate surrounding speed humps tended to discourage further installations at the moment.  

The Mayor suggested a flashing light arrangement, similar to that outside Eton Porny School, might be considered and parents pointed out that there were no traffic signs indicating the presence of a school. The teachers agreed to contact parents who deliver their children by car and to ask them to move on as soon as possible rather than leave their vehicles parked inconsiderately for unnecessary lengths of time.  
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Councillors suggested the use of Speed Indicator Devices and the Police agreed to supervise whenever possible and would undertake a speed survey in the area.  The Royal Borough’s officers undertook to consider all the comments made and to prepare a scheme or schemes for further consideration by the School at the Town Council meeting on 3rd September 2009. If the proposals included the employment of a school crossing person the vacancy could be advertised in the village newsletter.  The Mayor thanked the children for attending and for voicing their concerns so well, and their parents and the teachers for their interest, following which they left the meeting.

Traffic calming in High Street, Eton was the second subject discussed.  It transpired that, following the installation of the two tables last year, traffic surveys had only been undertaken to measure the effectiveness of these measures, which showed 85% of vehicles now obeying the 20 mph limit.  No surveys were undertaken towards the southern end of the High Street as had been promised.  Members made the point that whilst the two tables installed last year had worked very well, the lack of similar deterrents further south down the High Street meant that some drivers acted inappropriately and dangerous speeds were still evident, especially in the area of the junction with King Stable Street.  The second dangerous location was between Tangier Lane and Eton Court where the awkward road configuration, although probably unavoidable, would always be an accident risk due to poor visibility.  The Deputy Mayor suggested that a Give Way sign might help the situation, and Cllr Demeter raised the possibility of a different footpath configuration. These issues would be considered, along with other possibilities and presented to the Town Council at its meeting on 3rd September 2009.  Stephen Brown would speak to the First bus company, and ask them to remind their drivers of the 20 mph restriction.
The surface water drainage issue at the junction of the High Street and King Stable Street was the third issue raised.  Three gullies in that vicinity do not run effectively and Cllr Jackson explained the problem as had been discussed with the Royal Borough’s drainage engineer although promised remedial works had not transpired. Stephen Brown explained that it may now be necessary to excavate in order to establish the fault and produce a solution.  This issue would similarly be brought back to the meeting on 3rd September 2009.
Stephen Brown also explained the assessment process employed by the Royal Borough in prioritising roads for inclusion in the resurfacing programme.  The Slough Road, north of the Timbralls, had been identified by the Deputy Mayor and would be considered for inclusion for next year. 

The final matter raised was the finishing off of the footpath works in Eton Wick Road, Eton Wick.  Cllr Ward was reassured that, ordinarily, footpath works of this nature should include dropped crossings at road junctions.  That omission, and the linking of the new footpath to the existing cycle track, together would not be expensive so may be levered into this year’s footpath programme. Tony Carr explained that the linking of the two hard surfaces may have been delayed due to land ownership issues but the whole matter would now be reviewed, and, if necessary, brought back to the September meeting.

The Mayor thanked the officers for their attendance, and they then departed.
11th June 2009
CM3414. Thames Valley Police Report 
PCSO Hannah Coghlan advised that a new regional crime statistics system was being introduced which would unfortunately sacrifice speed for accuracy, so that, in future the data would always be for the month before last. There were, therefore, no crime statistics available for last month.
An environmental visual audit would be undertaken before the end of June and members able to accompany Hannah were asked to contact her directly.

PC Steve Parker had raised the issue of speeding on the Eton Wick Road opposite Bunces Close, and was looking to fund a Speed Indicator Device for seven days at a cost of £200.00.  Members felt that this was a Royal Borough traffic issue and asked the Town Clerk to refer the approach to that authority.
Evening gatherings of young teenagers on the Brocas had given rise to complaints of rowdiness and underage drinking and residents were asking the Town Council to recommend to the Royal Borough an extension to the Designated Open Spaces Alcohol Free Zone to include the Brocas.  Whilst this was agreed, the Town Clerk was asked to enquire of the Police whether a Dispersal Order would be more appropriate in view of the apparent regularity of the disturbances. 
PCSO Coghlan also confirmed that the owners of the office block in Eton Court, Eton had that day obtained a possession order in Slough County Court and the current people squatting there would subsequently be evicted.

CM33415. Confirmation of the Minutes 

It was agreed that the Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 7th May 2009 be confirmed and accepted as a true record and they were signed by the Mayor.

CM3416. Matters Arising

CM3385 – 2nd April 2009.  New Windsor Youth FC had reported that the guttering on the Meadow Lane pavilion required replacement.  The Club had offered to undertake the work themselves if the Town Council would meet the cost of the materials, anticipated at £130.00.  It was agreed that the Club’s offer be accepted.
CM3417. Mayor’s Report

The Mayor and Mayoress had attended the 25th Anniversary Celebrations of the Thames Valley Mediation Service on 8th May 2009, and on 14th May the Mayor, the Deputy Mayor, Cllr Hill and the Town Clerk had attended a working lunch with the Provost and Vice Provost of Eton College.  Cllr Maxwell was also present.  The sustainability of the High Street in Eton was discussed.  

CM3418. Finance – Schedule of Payments

The Accounts Schedule 02 – 09/10, dated 5th June 2009 and totalling £3,851.67, was considered and it was agreed that all the payments be approved.
Reference was made to the grants amounting to £11,725 that had been received in respect of the Eton Wick Sports Hall. 
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It was decided that the payment of £1,000 in respect of the Parish Tour for youngsters in Eton Wick in August should be met from the Eton & Eton Wick Partnership funds rather than the Town Council and an appropriate transfer would be arranged.

CM3419. Action List

The Action list was updated as follows:

Issue






Action / Status
London Olympics 2012
Would be discussed at Agenda Item 18 below
Eton Wick Road etc. Parking Order
Within 6 month review period.

Additional car parking in Eton


Strategy/consultation required.

Eton Wick CofE First School: Road safety
RBWM report to 3rd September Town Council.
Arena Play Equipment
Offer to Thames Valley Adventure Playground. If not, then Cllr Jackson suggested a local restaurant may be interested for its own play area.
Balfour Beatty £2,000
CD Rom now acquired.  Further approach to Balfour Beatty required.  Baldwin’s Bridge Trust prepared to consider formal approach on overspend if required. 

Bell Lane Open Space 
Item to be published in next Eton Wick newsletter advising of decision not to undertake any major work. 
Eton High Street Drains
RBWM report to the September Town Council meeting.  

Eton Wick Sports Hall
Project management to be organised.

Eton Town Council green issue


Sports Hall heating.

Eton Wick toilets options
Cllr Grey to be reminded to organise demolition. Cllr Sue Evans agreed to undertake the task.
Eton High Street traffic calming
RBWM report to the September Town Council meeting.  

Additional office administration
Preliminary enquiries made.

Play area landscaping
Sue Clifford had agreed to lead on this project. The Town Clerk reported that the skate ramp at Stockdales Road had broken and had been removed.  The contractor’s advice was that the area is not now large enough to accommodate the smallest of ramps under present regulations.
Eton Wick Road footpath link
RBWM report to the September Town Council meeting.

Romney Weir Hydro-electric scheme
Due to commence this October.

Eton & Eton Wick Partnership 




Constitution and Terms of Reference


Town Clerk to pursue.

Membership Review and Drive


Postponed.

Action Plan: -

Inadequate signage from Windsor to Eton
Cllr Bishop to discuss with Traders’ Assoc.

College sports facilities for residents’ use
Town Council to pursue

Eton College issues

Eton High Street sustainability
Agenda Item 18.

Keats Lane Traffic signals
Cllr Maxwell to pursue.

Meadow Lane pavilion future
Agenda Item 17
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CM3420. Development Control – Parish Consultation
The following planning applications had been lodged with the Royal Borough since the last Town Council meeting: -

Appn No. 09/00756
Mr Donal Higgins,





Eton Cottage, Common Road, ETON WICK.

Addition of a dormer window to the roof of the north elevation (amendment to approved application 07/01456) (Retrospective Application).

There was no objection.
Appn No. 09/00788
Mr Tejpal Chatha,


4 Bell Lane, ETON WICK.  




Change of use to A3/A5 restaurant.

There was no objection. It was noted that there had been a large petition against the application.

Appn No. 09/00811
John Harrison,


124 High Street, ETON.


Consent to display one internally illuminated hanging sign and one internally illuminated wall sign.


Objection in view of conservation area policy.

      Appn No. 09/00993
Anthony Cox,


32 Stonebridge Field, ETON.

Conversion of existing garage into habitable accommodation.


Cllr Palmer declared his personal interest in this application and took no part in the discussion.
There was no objection.


Appn No. 09/01103
The Provost and Fellows,





The Cloisters, Eton College.





Consent to display a stone commemorative plaque.

Cllr Highy declared his personal interest in this application and took no part in the discussion.

There was no objection.

CM3421. Correspondence

Two football clubs had asked if the Meadow Lane ground would be available for hire for the 2009/2010 season.  The New Windsor Youth FC were the current tenants and they would be pleased to share the facility with Eton Wick FC, but they had been unaware of the other application from a group of Eton College employees.  It was decided to encourage Eton Wick FC to reach a working relationship with New Windsor Youth FC, and also to discuss with those two clubs the possibility of accommodating the third team, as there are two pitches.
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RBWM Developers’ Contributions Supplementary Planning Document: Annual Update of Projects, was in need of updating.  The following revision was agreed: -
· Plastic/concrete ‘grass through’ mouldings to provide parking for emergency vehicles at Meadow Lane recreation ground, Eton.
· Planting of commemorative trees at Eton Wick recreation grounds and 

Meadow Lane recreation ground.

· Demolition of public toilets at Haywards Mead, Eton Wick,

· Ongoing improvements and replacements of play equipment in playgrounds in Haywards Mead and Stockdales Road, Eton Wick.
· Renovation of Sports Hall, rear of Village Hall and Library in Eton Wick.
· Ongoing improvements and replacements of play equipment in the Meadow Lane recreation ground playground.
· Renovation of Meadow Lane club pavilion and extension of same to provide meeting place facility and car park provision for these facilities.
The Royal Borough is to conduct an Eton Conservation Area Appraisal here in the Council Offices on Tuesday 14th July 2009 between 4.00pm and 8.00pm, with display information until the end of July.

CM3422. Recreation Working Group
Cllr Lawless advised the meeting that Encraft Ltd., who undertook the initial feasibility study of the heating and insulation requirements of the Sports Hall in Eton Wick, were prepared to project manage the works for a price of £3,250 plus vat.  In view of their involvement with the scheme from the outset, it was agreed that they be engaged for the project management. 

Cllr Lawless also reminded the meeting of the two weeks this August that Windsor Housing and the Royal Borough were providing activities for the youth of Eton Wick and that both organisations were intending to advertise extensively, and that details were also being advertised in the next Eton Wick newsletter due out only a week or so beforehand.

CM3423. Website and Newsletter
Cllr Demeter reported that the website was still receiving a satisfactory level of hits every day, 
CM3424.  Outside Organisations
Cllr Lawless had recently accompanied staff from Windsor Housing who had arranged a walkabout in Eton Wick, visiting tenants in the Sheepcote Road and Bellsfield Court areas of the village, although matters raised were all of a minor nature.
The Baldwins Bridge Trust had met recently and had indicated that it would be prepared to consider a formal request for the surplus costs of the medical equipment 
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for South Meadow surgery, should Balfour Beatty limit their involvement to the original amount of £2,000.
CM3425.  Planning Decisions and Information
Building Regulations

The following applications had been received in respect of works requiring building control approval during the preceding month: -


09/00793/DEXBN
19 Tilstone Avenue, ETON WICK.




Single storey side extension.
.
Planning Decisions
The following planning decision notifications had been received from the Royal Borough last month: -

Appn No. 09/00492
Boucher Associates,





2 Emlyn Buildings, Brocas Street, ETON.





Part two storey, part single storey and rear extension.

CM3386 – 2nd April 2009 – Objections on grounds of overdevelopment.

RBWM – Permission granted.


Appn No. 09/00537
Mr Lawrence McGovern,





1 Tilstone Avenue, ETON WICK.
Amendment to Appn No.08/00537 to allow for an additional three side windows.
CM3386 – 2nd April 2009 - There was no objection.

RBWM – Permission granted.

Appn No. 09/00617
Mrs P. Eaton,





50 High Street, ETON.





Notification to re-pollard two sycamore trees.





CM3404 – 7th May 2009 - There was no objection.





RBWM – No objection.

Appn No. 09/00641
Mr George Davidson,





School House, 14 High Street, ETON.

Single storey rear extension and erection of 2.4m high front entrance gate.

CM3404 – 7th May 2009 - There were no objections about the extension, but there were concerns over the gate and the fire escape facility for the school, access for refuse vehicles, road safety issues and the height of the gate.

RBWM – Permission granted.
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Appn No. 09/00642
Mr George Davidson,





School House, 14 High Street, ETON.

Listed Building Consent to construct single storey rear extension and erection of 2.4m high front entrance gate.





CM3404 – 7th May 2009 As for 09/00641 above.





RBWM - Listed Building Consent granted.

Appn No. 09/00704
Kevin Rhodes,





71 Colenorton Crescent, ETON WICK.





Single storey side and rear extension.





CM3404 – 7th May 2009 There was no objection.

RBWM – Permission granted.
CM3426. Communications

The following communications had been received by the Town Council: -

· The next Planning & Development Stakeholders Meeting would be held on Tuesday 14th July 2009 at Maidenhead Town Hall.

· CPRE Annual Report 2008 and Membership Card to May 2010.

· RBWM Parks Team Calendar of Events to September 2009.

· Thames Valley Police Open Day on Saturday 8th August 2009 at Sulhampstead, nr. Reading.

· Fields In Trust AGM on Wednesday 17th June 2009 with Annual Review, Reports and Accounts for 2008.

· Invitation from the RBWM Local Access Forum who were seeking new members.

· The Mayor of the Royal Borough for 2009/2010 was Cllr Jesse Grey and his wife Christine was the Mayoress.  Cllr Mrs Catherine Bursnall would be the Deputy Mayor and her husband, Cllr Tom Bursnall, would be her escort.

· Heatherwood and Wexham Park Hospitals Trust was consulting on improving services for Emergency Medical Patients. 

· Details of the Prince’s Trust Palace to Palace Cycle Ride taking place on Sunday 27th September 2009.

· The RBWM‘s Eton Conservation Area Appraisal was anticipated for July 2009 with a display and drop in facility at these offices.

· The CPRE June 2009 edition of ‘Fieldwork’.
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· Windsor & Maidenhead Voluntary Action News.

· Windsor, Ascot and Maidenhead LINks was seeking views on services supplied for older people at a special event at the York Centre in Maidenhead on 16th June 2009.

· The RBWM Designated Public Places Order (Alcohol Consumption) Order 2009 

· The Community Council for Berkshire’s Annual Conference entitled “Empowering Communities” takes place at Newbury Racecourse on 14th July 2009.

· Details of the road closures during the Windsor Triathlon on Sunday 14th June 2009.

· Open Spaces Society Annual Report and Accounts, plus AGM on Tuesday 30th June 2009 in London, and summer magazine.

· WRVS York Centre, Maidenhead – June to August 2009 activities.

· The annual WINGS showcase, the Windsor International Scouting and Girlguiding event, is to take place in Windsor Great Park on Wednesday 5th and Thursday 6th August 2009.

· Berkshire Association of Local Councils promotional leaflet.
· RBWM District Association of Local Councils AGM will be held on 18th June at Maidenhead Town Hall.
· Meadow Lane, Eton would be closed to traffic for the weekend of 20th and 21st June 2009 for resurfacing work.

CM3427. Any Other Business

Cllr Mrs Warner had received complaints of vehicle parking on the grass frontage in Haywards Mead/Eton Wick Road, Eton Wick.  This issue would be forwarded to PCSO Coghlan.
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The next two issues were considered in PART II, but are minuted in Part I
CM3428. Jack’s Pre-School

Jack’s Pre-School was needing to relocate from its present accommodation within Eton College.  The College needed the accommodation for its own use, and the pre-school could meet neither demand nor Ofsted requirements. The College had recently acquired the Church Hall in Eton and had offered to renovate it for use by the pre-school. However, costs appeared to be a problem and the pre-school had enquired about possible future usage of the Town Council’s pavilion in Meadow Lane, Eton as a new venue.

The meeting considered a report which the Town Clerk had prepared and had presented to the Provost and Vice-Provost, whereby the church hall site could instead be developed by the College and the pre-school relocated in a new, purpose built building at Meadow Lane.  The proposal had been considered by the College’s Residents’ Committee, who had elected not to pursue the possibility at present.
In the meantime the Town Council was well aware that the pavilion was not well utilised and was in relatively poor condition and would eventually need some investment if it were to remain.  Apart from the possibility of providing accommodation for a pre-school, and for sports teams, a building on that location could provide meeting facilities that the church hall no longer provided, and eventually possibly Town Council offices; a small community centre with room to grow. 
It was decided to begin research into the possibilities of such a development, looking at issues of future usage, planning parameters, proof of title, funding and any other matters that might arise.
CM3429.  Eton 2009 – 2012 and beyond
The meeting addressed the paper that the Town Clerk had prepared, following discussions between the Mayor and Cllr Liam Maxwell, and which had been presented to the Provost and Vice-Provost of Eton College.  The paper dwelt with the lack of sustainability within the High Street in Eton which had little passing trade and a number of empty shop premises at present.  Most retailers catered largely for the College and its students, or had a bias towards tourists.  The local community had to venture beyond the town for its daily staple items.  The paper also looked at the London Olympics, now only three years away, and recognised the unique opportunities they would present for the community.  There were huge parallels with the two issues but no single body currently existed that showed signs of being able to act on its own to improve the High Street and provide somewhere more appealing for visitors and to raise the profile of Eton. 

Members agreed to the suggestion that a new partnership body be established, with representatives taken from the Town Council, Eton Traders’ Association, Eton College, the Royal Borough and other well used community features, like, for example, the surgery and the Post Office.
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The Provost and the Vice-Provost of Eton College had endorsed the principle already and would be pleased to take part.

Halid Izzet explained that the Eton Traders’ Association had been thinking on broadly similar lines and had recently established three committees to embrace Town & Gown issues, the 2012 Games and High Street sustainability.  He was able to concur with the partnership idea on behalf of the Association.
Members also agreed with the proposal and it was decided that the new group’s activities would be a regular agenda item at Town Council meetings henceforth.  It was left for Cllr Maxwell and the Mayor to set the process of the partnership in motion.

The meeting ended at 10.15 pm.











Mayor
